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racter s but it is perhaps a great thing, if when every thing
is present by which we are thought to become good, we can
arrive at virtue.

S. But it is thought that men become good either by na-
ture, or practice, or teaching. Now it is evident that what
comes from nature does not belong to ourselves, but exists
by some divine cause in those who are truly fortunate. But
reasoning and teaching perhaps does not avail in every case,
but the mind of the hearer must be previously formed by
practice to feel pleasure and aversion properly, like the soil
which nourishes the seed. For he that lives in obedience to
passion, would not listen to reasoning which turns him from
it, nor would he understand it. And how is it possible to
bring back by persuasion such a man as this ? On the
whole, it appears that passion does not submit to reasoning,
but to force. There must therefore previously exist a cha-
racter in some way connected with virtue, loving what is
noble, and abhorring what is disgraceful.

4. But for a person to meet with a good guidance to-
wards virtue from his childhood is difficult, unless he is
brought ujp under such laws : for to live temperately and
patiently is not pleasant to the generality, particularly when
young. Wherefore education and institutions ought to be
regulated by laws ,; for4 they will not be disagreeable when
they are familiar. But perhaps it is not sufficient that they
should meet with good education and attention when young 5
but since when they are arrived at manhood they ought also
to make them their study, and practise them, we should re-
quire laws also for this purpose: In short* we should want
them for the whole life ; far .the generality are obedient to
necessity rather than to reason, and to punishments rather
than to any noble principle. Wherefore some think that in
legislating we ought to exhort to virtue, and to urge them cm
upon a principle of honour, since those who are good in
.their practice will obey when they are led ; but to appoint
chastisements and punishments for those who are xlisobedient
and untoward, and utterly to expel the incurable; because
he that is good and lives after a principle of honour .will